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Bill to protect from mob
violence - Will it work?

Whether the passing of the Manipur Protection from
Mob Violence Act 2018 by the state assembly secretariat-
an appreciable a wise or appreciable one is a matter
needs to be pondered. Even as the passing of the Bill is
a good initiative that showed that this government
takes the mob violence with extreme seriousness after
witnessing series of such violence in the state, the
question which is still being asked is whether the newly
passed bill will be able to serve its purpose.

If one looks at the Bill passed by the state assembly
today under the title - The Manipur Protection from Mob
Violence Act 2018, it sound that earlier the government
did not have any legal measures to punish criminal if
the crime was committed in the form of mob by
gathering large number of people.

Already there are various sections in the IPCs and
CrPC, which have already incorporated the punishment
for any violence if causes grievous hurt to any
individuals. But none of the victim of mob violence in
the state had ever got punished. It is a matter of time
whether the newly passed act will be able to give justice
to victims of mob mentality criminals.

But if the Bill passed today lacked various sociological
perspective than giving a hand to give justice to victims
of mob violence with any new legislation will be like a
tiger without teethes.

Well, “Mob” from the sociological point of the view
is a short gathering of people who got into involved in
a sudden upheavals or upsurges. It probably seems to
have more negative impacts rather than the positive
ones. Contextualising the situation in Manipur society
especially, mob justice is the dichotomy of the solidarity
which instigates a sense of fear psychosis to the whole
of the family members of the culprits rather than bears
the heat of social justice by the culprits themselves
alone. Dismantling houses, ravaging properties and
destroying the belongings of the culprits are the major
ways of punishing the culprits through mob justice. It
is an exemplary type of repressive punishment to the
culprits so that the other members in the society could
learn a lesson. It warns other members of the society
to forbid replicating the same act or other heinous
crimes.

Once a policeman remarked, “a mob has no heads,
we were being taught like that in our training.” The
intrinsic meaning being very clear, people in a mob are
irrational. This perspective may probably be the
immediate cause for the time and again act of brutality
of the state forces over the people who got involved in
mobs or other types of sudden upsurges. Whenever
there are social collectives or solidarity in movements,
they might have interpreted it from the mob angle and
so usually discharged with aggressive acts to subdue
them. The traditional methods employed in controlling
are arresting the trouble makers, using tear gas, lathi
charge, deploying more military personnel creating an
atmosphere of militarization etc. In a turbulent society
like Manipur, sudden upheavals becomes very common
and so mob control mechanisms also needed to become
more strategic rather chaotic or inhuman.

Traditional societies are governed by strict social
mores and sanctions. Customary laws provide ways of
sanctioning against the anti-social acts. They
stigmatised the culprits as an exemplary phenomena.
Traditional ways of punishing culprits may be far from
legal approval. And at some point of time such
customary laws overreact and turn out to be destructive
and disapproving. ‘Mob Justice’ is a prominent
traditional way of settling crimes and a violent way of
punishing offenders. It justifies an anti-social act
through another heinous act. It implies approval of the
Hamurabi’s code “an eye for an eye, a tooth for a
tooth.” Criminals are punished through another
criminal act.

Mob justice doesn’t take into account the innocent
dear and near ones of the accused. The dire consequence
of the crime committed is made to bear by the whole
family members of the culprit including the aged,
women and children. When houses and belongings are
burnt, dismantled, ravaged, ex-communicated or made
to banished from the society, the fear psychosis that
gripped the rest of the family member’s minds and has
an intense negative impact. Children, in particular are
traumatised. In the sole attempt to stabilise a criminal
act, the whole family members, except for the culprit,
again become victims of the trauma. The fear psychosis
inflicted by such irrational act is really criminalising.
Thus mob violence is rather a victimising act rather
than sympathetic towards the victims.

Thus, it remains a fact that mob violence is a crime
which goes out of control many times besides having
Laws for punishment which means it is a mass
understanding which is required and not a hard
punishment which will help preventing the mob violence.
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Introduction: mandatory to preserve the Southpurities of the important facts of Phamnaibaf the Sanakonung
The UmanglaiHaraoba (in short,West Corner of the house as thé.ai Haraoba and in violation of theduring the Lai Haraoba festival of
Laiharaoba), a ritual festival or theabode of LainingthouSanamahisacred practices of this greatheir village.

performance of ceremonial rites towhich is considered as afestival. It is very unfortunate to The office bearers of the Lai
appease the Umanglai (sylvarsacrosanct area and every daghink that the Laiharaoba has beefrhougallupare selected under the
deity), is counted as the uniquethey worship this Home deity with slowly reduced to a meresupervision othe Sanakonung.
contribution of Meitei to the rituals which is same as what isamusement piece or entertainmerithere ar@lsorules and regulations
domain of world culture. The Meitei practiced by the followers of programme by inserting manyframed by the concern Loishang
peoples in Assam, Tripura, Sanamahism inthe same corner afems quite unconnected with it. of the Royal Palace for the
Nagaland, Bangladesh andhe house and inthe same mannefhe purpose of the paper is tselection of the Phamthou-
Myanmar also, celebrate UmanglaiMoreover the said Meitei Hindus highlight the significance of Phamnaiba and their administrative
Haraoba. The worlds famousand followers of indigenous Umanglai culture in the set up. The various posts of the
Manipuri dance (Ras Lila), polo andSanamabhi religion together paycontemporary Manipuri society Lai Thougallup i.e Phamthou-
Meitei PungEshei Pala (also knowrobeisance as one, to the locaUmanglai Haraoba is a ritual andPhamnaibas areKhullakpa,

as Nat Sankritan which isancestral deities (Umanglais) withreligious festival consisting of - Shellungba,

recognized by UNESCO), etc. areawe and reverence with muchfertility rites and ancestors’ - Keirungba,

the products of Umanglai culture.merry-making. Both the membersworship. It also reveals the- Choubon,

The ritual festival is the greatestof the two religious groups in cosmogony-theory of the creation-Pakhanglakpa

single key to the religion, cultureunison give financial of the Universe then the Earth;- Ningolakpa,

and history of Meitei people of contributions when Umanglai Evolution theory of the living - Singloi,

Manipur. Lai Haraoba itself is a Haraoba or merry-making of thecreatures specially human being: Laroi, etc.

university preserving and impartingsylvan deities takes place for day’ Self-understanding and meditatiorLaigiSenkhai, collection of money
knowledge on a variety of subjectsto-gather in the localitf'he Meitei plus the abode of the almighty lord;or other required materials for the
In short, Umanglai Haraoba is theHindus and the Meitei SanamahiSchool of philosophy and Lai Haraoba form each and every
biggest original source of all thetake keen interest in such festivalshoughts of Meitei community; family of the locality is a tradition
cultures and traditions of theand they perform it with ecstasy Publicity for the high ideals of theof shinglup(locality clubs)
indigenous people i.e., the Universdn the Umanglai Haraoba, theMeitei; Annual conference of aconsisting of the concepts of
of Knowledge in the Meitei society origin of the Meiteis, their coming Meitei village; Training Centre for Annual conference of a Meitei
Identity and civilization of the and settlement on the earth, theiteadership of Meitei ; Democraticvillage; Training Centre for
Meitei are reflected in this festival. evolution as a social group, theideals of Meitei; Defence, sportsleadership of Meitei; Democratic
It is widely helpful in the struggle for existence by hardand health education system ofdeals of Meitei; Integration and
socialization and nation makinglabours, agricultural works andMeitei; Integration and understanding among the villages
process of the Meitei. It embodiesweaving for a civilized existence understanding among the villages .e, Oneness of the village; School
the elements of common ancestryalong with multiplication of i.e, Oneness of the village; Schoobf financial management, etc.
integrity and communal harmonyprogeny are clearly depictedof financial management; SchoolLai Potlannabais also a part of
among the various communitiesthrough danceTo commemorate of social discipline and observancevillage administrative set up. It is
residing in ManipurThus, itis the the younger generation of thesehereof.; Protection of forest andan exchange of gifts during the Lai
greatest repository of spiritualthings, the Lai Haraoba isenvironment; School of Haraoba festival among the
insight and wisdom of the performed every year in Manipuragriculture, handloom andvillages and ethnic communities
indigenous peoples of the region.with  pomp and gaiety handicraft of Meitei; School of oral for integration and understanding
As a matter of fact, it may be saidaccompanied by offerings of fruits,and folk literature, dance andamong us.KangleiPibarel (the

to represent the epitome of theflowers, prayers, songs andmusic; school of the variousKing of Manipur) is head of the
cultural ethos of the Meitei society dances down the ages. But thigulture ofAmaiba Amaibi and Pena SageiPibas(administrative head of
(Ratan Kumar Singh, 2001). It is ashould be performed under certairplayer; and many more. Thusa clan/sagei). This tradition of the
vast complex of oral literature, rules and strictures. It was greatlyUmanglai Haraoba is the oldestSageiPiba is still preserved in the
dance and music, ceremonial andeared that anybody who violatestraditional institution consisting of Umanglai cultureThe tradition of
rituals, which represent a uniquethese rules and practicesthe different facets culture andthe LaiphamthouMapan, Nine
pre-Hindu world-view which has intentionally or unintentionally tradition in Meitei society important Umanglais, is also an
remained in its aesthetic sensitivitywill suffer and receive the scourgeln Manipur, in the valley area, administrative set up for the Royal
and reveals the heart of Meiteiof God. Not only this, strict rules traditional institutions like the Palace introduce by
culture, (Parrat, and Parrat, 1997)are observed to maintain disciplineAhalup(group of elders)Naharup NongdalLairenPakhangba and his
Laiharaoba is an ancient Meiteiin the precincts of the Umanglai.(group of youth)Singlup (locality queen Laisana. Indigenous sports
fertility rite celebrating cosmic All those who are taking part in clubs),Keirup () formed the local meets are also organized as a part
union between male and femalehe Lai Haraoba as also theself-government. They lookedof Lai Haraoba by
principles. In later days it is spectators are to observe thigfter the general administration ofAhalupandNaharupPana,
enlarged to incorporate discipline. There are beliefs galorethe village and also resolved pettymobilised by thePakhanglakpa
cosmological and ideologicalthat if the participants fail to disputes. The time has come to reand Ningolakpa.

categories of the Meitei nation,conform to the prescribed sites andook, critique as well as recommendConclusion:

assuming an intense andrituals along with the rules andcertain reforms towards a betteAn institution should be formed
complicated ritual theatreregulations governing thefunctioning as well as underarActlike the Manipur Sate
structureThis festival is still aliving different aspects of the Laiunderstanding of theseUmang Lai and Sanamahi Council
legend in Meitei society till the Haraoba, misfortunes are sure tanstitutions. The main objective of Act (a proposedct) to restore Lai
dawn of HinduVaishnavism. It is befall the village people. the present paper is to find out theédaraoba in its true and original form
one of the very distinct cultures andUnfortunately the change of time roles of Umanglai Haraoba as and also to keep on record the roots,
only the one in the entire world ofand emergence of modern societyraditional institution for local self- stories and accompanying religious
its kind. The only form of has brought about undesiredgovernance in Manipufhe socio- practices of this indigenous people.
conservation of forest in theinfluence into the festival and itscultural aspects of theitual As a safe-guard against these
prehistoric and early part ofsanctity has been at threatfestival regarding its Lai blows on the pristine purity of Lai
recorded history of the Meitei Modern people are heavily Thougallup (organising committeeHaraoba, the institution should try
people was the practice ofinfluencing in transforming the of the Lai Haraoba) and its officeits level best to protect, preserve
worshipping local deities known asfestival into an entertainmentbearers (Phamthou- Phamnaibaand propagate this valuable gift of
“Umanglai”, which formed the festival. This undue influence haskhullakpa, Shellungba, Keirungba,our forefathers in its original form
important aspect of the religiousdisturbed the psychical of Choubon, Pakhanglakpa,by taking up various action
customary practice. tradition and culture loving Ningolakpa, Singloi, Laroi, etc.), programmes. This institution would
Umanglai Haraoba as &raditional  citizens of the societBut during LaigiSenkhai, Lai Potlannaba,be the only one of its kind in
Institution: the past 40/50 years it has beehaiphamthouMapan (9) Manipur which is working very
Before discussing the Umanglaiseen that with the march of timeSageiPiba, etc. are the main issudsard for the survival of this great
Haraoba as a Traditional Institution,there has been an almost lack oin the papeThe administrative set- festival in its true self by
let’'s have an idea about theenforcenent of discipline in regard up and the organisational structurenaintaining the social codes during
significance of theUmanglai to such a very important aspect obf Umanglai Haraoba are closelythe religious functions around the
Culture in Contemporary Manipuri the Lai HaraobaAs a result, non- related with the political and Umanglai  precincts. The
Society Among all the various conformation of the accepted rulesadministrative affairs of the institution should also firmly
ethnic groups that have settled irand standards of observance of th8anakonung (the Royal Palace obelieve that if the correct rites,
Manipur, the Meiteis are credited rites and rituals in Lai Haraoba haghe Manipur). rituals and devotional services as
with having the greatest number ofoecome very common now-a-dayd.ai Thougallup, organising also the social discipline
population. But inside the Meitei leading to a very unhappy trend ofcommittee of the Lai Haraoba, is aassociated with Lai Haraoba are
ethnic group there are two religionsdeterioration even to the extent oftradition of local administration strictly observed and the merry-
e.g. Meitei Hinduism and Meitei creating a complete mess. There isnder the supervision ofhe making of the sylvan deities are
Sanamahism. One follows Hindua tendency for the disappearanc&anakonung. Before fixing therightly performed, then our society
religion and the other follows of the right kind of dress, costume,schedule of the Lai Haraoba, tted ~ will be peaceful, prosperous and
indigenous Meitei religion folk songs, prayerdancing style, Thougallup of every progressive. Only then the
(Sanamahi). Even if these tworites, rituals and festival materials.UmanglaiLaikon mustinform to the traditional institution of Lai
religious groups profess twoMost of the social disciplines concern authority of the Haraoba for local self-governance
different religions, the unique thingpresent earlier during theSanakonung and must get thén Manipur can be preserved.

is that both of them worship Laiharaoba precincts are crumblingofficial order of the schedule and(This article was presented by
Sanamahi deity and Umanglai withMany irresponsible fellows have the requiredmaiba, PenAsheiba, Dr.ThounaojamRuhichand
the same rites and rituals in equahppeared on the scene actingndAmaibi for the festivalThere is Assistant Professor Department of
measure. according to their whims in also atradition aéxempting official Umanglai Haraoba, Manipur
The Meitei Hindus make it complete disregard of thristine duties of the Phamthou-University of Culture).



